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Article 2

Message from
the Spiritual Advisor

Very often the beneficiaries of large estates, the recipients of expensive gifts, as well as individuals awarded important offices are not necessarily those who are most deserving, but instead are persons favored
and loved by their benefactor.
Priests and physicians are indeed among those most favored and
loved. Their commission was given to them by Christ Himself. He, as
the Divine Benefactor, appointed each of them to heal, to love and to
proclaim His name in their ministry. As the largesse of His gifts is
freely given to them, they are in turn expected to be dispensed to His
people, not begrudgingly, but with joy and peace.
Our Lord Jesus has affirmed that "I chose you, and appointed you
to go and bear much fruit, the kind of fruit that endures and so
the Father will give you whatever you ask of Him in my Name. This,
then, is what I command you: love one another."
Jesus commands the seed to bear luscious fruit, and He commands
us to love, so that as bearers of His grace, those who come to us may
be nourished and strengthened on their journey to Him.
In order to bear fruit in abundance, it is necessary that the soil be
disposed, that the fertile seed be implanted in the rich earth and that
there be proper rain and sunshine for the seed to grow and fructify.
Loving priests and physicians are to be disposed to hear the Word of
the Lord and respond with generosity to His call. They are to trust in
His rain of graces and His sunshine of love and to proceed with confidence to administer the art of healing with the assurance that His
Spirit is within them. Then, almost unaware, during the process of
administering to His people, the miracle of His grace occurs. Thus the
name of the Lord is glorified and -praised as success is achieved
through the works of their hands.
The photographic relays of Voyager II have recently revealed to
mankind the marvels of the planets, the awesomeness of the galaxie
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and the preClSlOn of the universe. These scenes are surely extraordinary, yet they portray the ordinary workings of God's creation in
what is called, in common parlance, the "natural order."
As in the physical realm, there is also in the human condition an
"order" that is ever present. Men, through their experiments, have
tried to disprove this, but history has repeatedly shown to the contrary that in the order of man there is a rational phenomenon, a reflection of the divine wisdom, an expression of love that allows him to be
united with his God.
This is manifested especially in the work of artists and scientists
where achievements of success can be attributed not to their skills
alone, but also to the spiritual and motivating force within them
which can only be described as a mystery.
Botanists and horticulturists when speaking of this mystery, refer to
it as " TLC" or "tender loving care." Basically, it is their gentle, Godlike attitude toward plant life that has a positive effect on plants.
Priests and physicians who lovingly care for their people and treat
them beyond a professional manner, extending a loving concern for
their needs, also achieve a remarkable record of success.
For the loving person, the manner in which gifts are given is often
more important than the present itself. When selecting a gift for an
important occasion, one attempts to choose the right wrapping paper,
the matching ribbon and bow, as well as the proper greeting card, so
that the gift is not seen as being just "ordinary," but truly special.
When gifts of service are enhanced in love, compassion, kindness,
and with a prophetic message of hope, they are elevated to the highest
expectations of man in the natural order. Then they become special:
they are heart-filled; they are in union with His divine Sacred Heart
and the giver becomes an instrument of his redemption.
In being truly human, truly loving, truly gentle, the gifts of service
are blessed with a "specialness." They possess a quality of goodness
which, when dispensed lovingly to others, becomes easily recognizable. The giver is looked upon as a favored person, for so indeed he
is - a man of God.
In giving, the depressed are uplifted, the weak are strengthened, and
the many are given hope for a brighter tomorrow. In your graciousness, (in the how of sharing), you reveal that "secret ingredient,"
namely love, which is the height of perfection in the natural order for
mankind.
Then the beauty of man's gifts is "sanctified." Every day is elevated
to a "Sun-day," counseling is raised to the dignity of "healing," and
surgery is uplifted to the miracle of "new life."

- Msgr. Dino J. Lorenzetti
February, 1982
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